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Please see the attached letter from Waterkeepers Washington.  Thank you for your consideration of our input on
 Washington’s human health criteria and associated rulemakings.
 

Lauren Goldberg | Staff Attorney 
Columbia Riverkeeper | 111 Third St. Hood River, OR 97031 
541.965.0985 | lauren@columbiariverkeeper.org

         www.columbiariverkeeper.org

 

*********************** ATTACHMENT NOT DELIVERED  *******************

This Email message contained an attachment named 
  image001.jpg 
which may be a computer program. This attached computer program could
contain a computer virus which could cause harm to EPA's computers, 
network, and data.  The attachment has been deleted.

This was done to limit the distribution of computer viruses introduced
into the EPA network.  EPA is deleting all computer program attachments
sent from the Internet into the agency via Email.

If the message sender is known and the attachment was legitimate, you
should contact the sender and request that they rename the file name
extension and resend the Email with the renamed attachment.  After
receiving the revised Email, containing the renamed attachment, you can
rename the file extension to its correct name.

For further information, please contact the EPA Call Center at
(866) 411-4EPA (4372). The TDD number is (866) 489-4900.

***********************  ATTACHMENT NOT DELIVERED ***********************

mailto:lauren@columbiariverkeeper.org
mailto:tstu461@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:mclerran.dennis@epa.gov
mailto:Bussell.Mike@epamail.epa.gov
mailto:ksus461@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:Chung.Angela@epamail.epa.gov
mailto:Szelag.Matthew@epamail.epa.gov
mailto:mgil461@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:deca@critfc.org
mailto:bard@critfc.org
mailto:lumb@critfc.org
mailto:psyk.christine@epa.org
mailto:bcon461@ECY.WA.GOV
mailto:cheryl.niemi@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:aseiter@nwifc.org
mailto:fwilshus@nwifc.org
mailto:tbolster@nwifc.org
mailto:marc@ucut-nsn.org
mailto:lauren@columbiariverkeeper.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbia-Riverkeeper/276552284164
https://twitter.com/ColumbiaRKeeper
http://www.youtube.com/user/columbiariverkeeper
http://www.columbiariverkeeper.org/





*********************** ATTACHMENT NOT DELIVERED  *******************



This Email message contained an attachment named 

  image001.jpg 

which may be a computer program. This attached computer program could

contain a computer virus which could cause harm to EPA's computers, 

network, and data.  The attachment has been deleted.



This was done to limit the distribution of computer viruses introduced

into the EPA network.  EPA is deleting all computer program attachments

sent from the Internet into the agency via Email.



If the message sender is known and the attachment was legitimate, you

should contact the sender and request that they rename the file name

extension and resend the Email with the renamed attachment.  After

receiving the revised Email, containing the renamed attachment, you can

rename the file extension to its correct name.



For further information, please contact the EPA Call Center at

(866) 411-4EPA (4372). The TDD number is (866) 489-4900.



***********************  ATTACHMENT NOT DELIVERED ***********************








M
"














 
October 
 
 
Dennis M
Administ
U.S. EPA
1200 Six
Seattle, W
mclerran
 
Mike Bu
Director,
U.S. EPA
1200 Six
Seattle, W
bussell.m
 
Via U.S. 
 


R


 
Dear Gen
 


“A
they aptly
toxics wa
basic righ
announce
convenin
number o
the North
a process
criteria w


12, 2012 


McLerran 
trator 


A Region 10
xth Ave., Sui
WA 98101 
n.dennis@ep


ssell 
, Office of W
A Region 10
xth Ave., Sui
WA 98101 
mike@epa.go


Mail & Em


RE: Wash
Toxic
Invita


ntleman, 


A right delay
y describe th
ater quality s
ht to eat fish
ed that it wil
ng a lengthy 
of Tribes, inc
hwest Indian
s which will 
water quality


 
ite 900 


a.gov 


Water & Wat
 
ite 900 


ov 


mail 


hington Stat
cs Standards
ation 


yed is a righ
he consequen
standards: pe


h free of toxi
ll continue to
information
cluding the Y


n Fisheries C
add years of


y standards. 


tersheds 


te’s Decision
s to Protect


ht denied.”  T
nces of Was
eople who re
c pollution. 
o delay long
 gathering p
Yakama Nat


Commission 
f delay to th


 
Ted Stu
Directo
Washin
PO Bo
Olymp
tstu461
 
Kelly S
Progra
Washin
P.O. B
Olymp
ksus46
 


n to Delay A
t Public Hea


These are the
hington Stat
egularly eat 
 The Depart
-awaited me
rocess.  Wat
tion, Lummi
(NWIFC) in
e adoption o


turdevant 
or 
ngton Depar


ox 47600 
pia, WA 985
1@ecy.wa.g


Susewind 
am Manager,
ngton Depar


Box 47600 
pia, Washing
61@ecy.wa.g


Adopting Ne
alth; Respon


e words of M
te’s decision
locally caug
tment of Eco
easures to re
terkeepers W
i Nation, and
n declining th
of accurate, p


 


rtment of Ec


04-7600 
gov 


, Water Qual
rtment of Ec


gton 98504-7
gov 


ew Human H
nse to Deleg


Martin Luthe
n to delay ad
ght fish are b
ology (Ecolo
duce toxic p


Washington j
d Squaxin Is
he invitation
protective hu


cology 


lity Program
cology 


7600 


Health Crit
gates Table 


er King Jr. an
dopting new 
being denied 
ogy) recently
pollution by 
joins the gro
land Tribe, a


n to participa
uman health 


m 


teria 


nd 


d the 
y 


owing 
and 
ate in 







 
Mr. Dennis McClerran et al. 
October 12, 2012 
Page 2 of 3 
 


 
Waterkeepers Washington, a coalition of Waterkeeper Alliance members in Washington 


State, is also joining NWIFIC in calling on EPA to take over the state’s broken process and 
establish new human health criteria.  We agree with NWIFC’s comprehensive letter to EPA, 
which states in part:  


Ecology’s recent decision making clearly appears to be driven by considerations 
other than protecting human health and achieving compliance with the Clean 
Water Act—such as pressure from specific businesses. 


See Letter from NWIFC to EPA (Sept. 7, 2012).  NWIFC describes accurately the dubious 
process to date, and Ecology’s hollow promises over the last decade to adopt water quality 
standards that protect people who eat locally caught fish.  


 
Today, people across Washington State are eating fish contaminated with mercury, lead, 


PCBs, and arsenic.  In addition to tribal members, many Washingtonians, including members of 
our organizations, immigrants with rich traditions of fishing, and low-income residents who rely 
on our rivers as a source of protein, are eating fish that are dangerous to consume.  In fact, both 
Ecology and EPA have already determined that Washington State’s toxics standards do not 
protect human health.   


 
Yet the process that Ecology is about to embark on—over a year of full-day meetings on 


various subjects from the fish consumption rate to new loopholes in NPDES permits—is not the 
answer.  Ecology can use the traditional tools of notice and comment rulemaking and associated 
public hearings to adopt promptly new human health criteria.  This traditional, faster rulemaking 
route is both appropriate and necessary relative to the protracted meeting process Ecology has 
outlined.  In addition, for at least the last year the agencies have received input from 
stakeholders, including industry, Tribes, and conservation groups, on the adoption of new 
standards and NPDES rules.  Ecology also has the benefit of the State of Oregon and EPA 
Region 10’s experience adopting new human health criteria and associated rules.  For these 
reasons, we join NWIFC and many of the Tribes in this State in urging EPA to promulgate new 
human health criteria in the face of protracted delay from Washington State. 


Although we will not participate in Ecology’s Delegate’s Table, we will continue to 
provide input on the development of new standards and associated rules given the critical 
importance of adopting accurate standards.  While we agree with Director Sturdevant’s calls for 
a comprehensive approach to reducing toxins in Puget Sound and our state’s rivers, lakes, and 
streams, we disagree that delaying the adoption of new toxics standards is in the best interests of 
the millions of Washingtonians who eat fish and shellfish.    
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Sincerely, 


 
 
 


Brett VandenHeuvel 
Executive Director 


Columbia Riverkeeper  


Bart Mihailovich 
Spokane Riverkeeper  


 
 
 


Chris Wilke 
Puget Soundkeeper and Executive Director 


Puget Soundkeeper Alliance 


 
 
 


Matt Krogh  
Project Manager 


North Sound Baykeeper 
 
 


cc: 
 
 Christine Psyk, EPA, Region 10 


Angela Chung, EPA, Region 10 
 Matthew Szelag, EPA, Region 10 
 Melissa Gildersleeve, Washington Department of Ecology 
 Becca Conklin, Washington Department of Ecology 
 Cheryl Niemi, Washington Department of Ecology 


Paul Lumley, Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission 
Aja DeCoteau, Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission 
Dianne Barton, Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission 
Fran Wilshusen, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission 
Ann Seiter, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission 
Todd Bolster, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission 
Marc Gauthier, Upper Columbia United Tribes 
 


 
 






